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Mushrooms of Cascadia
A Comprehensive Guide to Fungi of the Pacific Northwest

By Christian Schwarz and Noah Siegel

Mushrooms of Cascadia is a book for every 
mushroomer — from beginners to profes-
sionals alike. Everything you need to learn 
to recognize and identify mushrooms 
across the Pacific Northwest lies within 
these pages. Featuring comprehensive 
coverage of common and conspicuous 
species, delicious edibles and toxic look-
alikes, and rarities and regional specialties, 
this user-friendly reference covers the 
whole spectrum of macrofungal diversity 
in the American northwest.

With fully-illustrated treatments of over 
750 species and references to hundreds 
more, tips on mushroom collecting, de-
scriptions of habitats and bioregions, and 
up-to-date taxonomy, this book represents 
the state of the art. In it, each species profile 
features stunning photography combined with an in-depth description, as well as 
notes on ecology, edibility, toxicity, and similar species.

$59.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-19-7

576 pages, soft cover
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California Trees
A Field Guide to the Native Species

By Matt Ritter and Michael Kauffmann

California Trees explores the majestic 
and diverse world of California’s largest 
organisms. It is a comprehensive guide cel-
ebrating the beauty and ecological signifi-
cance of the state’s 95 native species. From 
the towering redwoods of the northern 
coast to the iconic Joshua trees of the 
desert, this book takes readers on a jour-
ney through the state’s varied landscapes, 
showcasing the remarkable diversity of its 
arboreal inhabitants.

With detailed profiles for each species, 
including identification tips, habitat de-
scriptions, and cultural or historical signif-
icance, the book is a perfect companion 
for nature enthusiasts, hikers, and envi-
ronmental stewards. Illustrated with vivid 
photographs and expert insights into the 
vital roles trees play in supporting ecosystems, California Trees is an invitation to 
deepen your connection with the natural world and appreciate the unique beauty 
of the Golden State’s forests, woodlands, and wild spaces.

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-33-3

208 pages, soft cover
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The Klamath Mountains: 
A Natural History
By Michael Kauffmann and Justin Garwood

This book celebrates the natural history of 
the Klamath Mountains of northwest Cal-
ifornia and southwest Oregon through 
stories of diversity and resilience over deep 
time.

Shaped by geology, these mountains form 
an ancient jigsaw puzzle and topographic 
mosaic dissected by big-shouldered river 
canyons and sharp ridgelines that create 
localized climatic gradients. Within the 
geomorphic province, the rocks are much 
older than in surrounding regions. This 
dichotomy has allowed many distinct evo-
lutionary lineages of plants and animals 
to adapt, survive, and sometimes speciate 
where elsewhere they became extirpated 
long ago.

BACK
COUNTRY
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Humboldt Co.,
CALIFORNIA

Gold Medal winner for Contribution to Publishing

$54.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-09-8

596 pages, hardcover
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San Francisco Bay Area:
An Environmental History
The San Francisco Bay Area is one of the most ecologically diverse—and most 
transformed—regions on Earth. In this sweeping and beautifully detailed book, 
David D. Schmidt traces how natural forces and human choices have shaped the 
landscape over thousands of years.

Inside, you’ll discover:
•	 Ancient roots of stewardship: How 

Native Tribes cared for the land 
through fire, harvest, and ceremony 
for millennia.

•	 Colonization and upheaval: The arriv-
al of European settlers, the loss of In-
digenous lifeways, and the ecological 
consequences of agriculture, mining, 
and logging.

•	 The making of a metropolis: How 
dams, filled wetlands, and sprawling 
urban growth reshaped the Bay’s nat-
ural systems.

•	 Cycles of change: Fire and flood, 
boom and bust, extinction and renew-
al—all part of the region’s ongoing 
evolution.

•	 Twenty thematic chapters: Exploring invasive species, transportation networks, 
waste disposal, and the rise of Silicon Valley.

•	 Stories of resilience: Victories like the Save the Bay movement, wetland resto-
ration projects, and the revival of Indigenous stewardship practices.

•	 A hopeful path forward: How understanding the past can guide a more sustain-
able and equitable future for the Bay Area.

$59.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-36-4

632 pages, softcover
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Conifer Country
A natural history and hiking guide to 35 conifer species in 
the Klamath Mountains region

By Michael Kauffmann

Conifer Country is an innovative natural his-
tory and hiking guide that uses conifers as 
a lens to explore the astounding plant di-
versity in the Klamath Mountains.

Educator, plant explorer, and author Mi-
chael Kauffmann introduces readers to 
the magic of this little known botanical 
wonderland through:

•	 The most accurate range maps ever 
created for conifers in northwest Cal-
ifornia and southwest Oregon

•	 Lively species descriptions
•	 Finely detailed color photos to assist 

in identifying 35 conifers
•	 29 hike descriptions with maps to ex-

plore the conifer diversity
•	 Stunning photos from across the Klamath Mountain region

$29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-27-2

290 pages, soft cover
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Conifers of the Pacific Slope
A natural history and hiking guide to 35 conifer species in 
the Klamath Mountains region

By Michael Kauffmann

Conifers of the Pacific Slope is a contempo-
rary field guide built to assist plant lovers 
in identifying one of the most intriguing 
and ancient groups of plants in the world. 
Conifers survive within the West’s most 
spectacular environments—from the 
coastal temperate rainforests to the high-
est mountain summits.

Educator, plant explorer, and author Mi-
chael Kauffmann introduces readers to 
the magic of the Pacific Slope’s conifers 
through:

•	 Color plates for identifying 65 spe-
cies

•	 Accurate and updated collection of 
range maps for all conifer along the 
Pacific Slope

•	 Destinations for finding conifers in the field
•	 Tantalizing photos from across the West
•	 All conifer species found in California, Oregon, Wash-

ington, Idaho, Nevada, southern British Columbia and 
northern Baja California

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-30-2

144 pages, soft cover
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California Desert Plants
Ecology and Diversity
Sonoran – Mojave – Great Basin

By Michael Kauffmann, Phillip W. Rundel and Robert J. Gustafson

The desert areas of California include the 
northwestern portion of the Sonoran 
Desert, the largest part of the Mojave 
Desert, and the western margin of the 
Great Basin. A key ecological feature of 
the remarkable California desert region is 
winter-rainfall coupled with dry summers. 
This rainfall regime, a gradient of tempera-
tures from low- to high-elevations, and a 
complex array of geologic substrates has 
produced highly specialized habitats for 
plant survival. California Desert Plants ex-
plores these vast and intimate desert land-
scapes through their diverse, colorful, and 
dynamic flora.

California Desert Plants includes:
•	 Over 400 color photographs of plants 

and landscapes
•	 Descriptions and photos of dominant plant species
•	 Overview of plant adaptations to desert environments
•	 Discussion of major desert habitats

$34.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-14-2

288 pages, soft cover
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Field Guide to Manzanitas
A natural history and hiking guide to 35 conifer species in 
the Klamath Mountains region

By Michael Kauffmann, Michael Vasey and Tom Parker
Photos by Jeff Bisbee

Manzanita’s center of biodiversity is in 
the California Floristic Province, where 
they are the “rock stars” of woody shrub 
diversity. Ranging from the Sierra Neva-
da mountains to coastal bluffs along the 
Pacific, from temperate rainforests along 
the North Coast to arid mountain slopes 
in Southern California, a wealth of manza-
nita species and subspecies can be found in 
an astonishing array of environments.

Field Guide to Manzanitas presents an 
assimilation of images, descriptions, and 
range maps to better understand these 
plants through:

Color plates for identifying the world’s 
manzanitas
•	 Accurate and updated range maps
•	 28 manzanita hot-spots for finding them in the field
•	 Spectacular photos from across North America
•	 Simplified keys by region
•	 Discussion covering endemism, ecology, and evolution 

of the genus

$27.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-02-9

176 pages, soft cover
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Plants of Mount Tamalpais
Including Muir Woods

By Robert Steers

Mount Tamalpais arises at the epicenter 
of one of the most biodiverse regions in 
California. Shaped by climate and unique 
geology, the San Francisco Bay Area har-
bors an eclectic mix of plant species, some 
of which are completely unique. With de-
tailed descriptions and refined photogra-
phy, this book explores this awesome plant 
diversity for the first time in an accessible 
field guide.

Plants of Mount Tamalpais includes:
•	 Color images for identifying over 

600 plant taxa
•	 Descriptions of the major plant com-

munities
•	 Overview of the biotic and abiotic 

factors that influence plant distribu-
tions

•	 Spectacular photos from across 
Mount Tam

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-17-3

208 pages, soft cover
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Wildflowers of California’s 
Klamath Mountains
Including the Marble Mountain, Russian, and Trinity Alps 
Wilderness areas

By Julie Kierstead, Julie Knorr and Ken DeCamp

Wildflowers of California’s Klamath 
Mountains features flowering plants 
found within one of the most biodiverse 
temperate mountain ranges on Earth. This 
photographic collection is representa-
tive of the most common, beautiful, and 
unique plants across this amazing region.

•	 629 species, subspecies, and vari-
eties of wildflowers

•	 Over 800 full color images orga-
nized by flower color

•	 Localized, detailed species de-
scriptions

•	 Destinations to find flowers 
throughout the year

$29.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-13-5
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Conservation of California’s Great 
Valley Vernal Pool Landscapes
By John Vollmar, Kristen Chinn, Eric Smith, Henry Hwang, and Anton 
Bokisch

Vernal pools are unique ephemeral wet-
lands formed within mysterious, endur-
ing landscapes. California’s Great Valley 
supports the most extensive and diverse 
vernal pool habitats in the world. This 
book provides a focused treatment of the 
best remaining opportunities for vernal 
pool landscape conservation in the Great 
Valley based on years of research, analysis, 
and field experience. It provides an engag-
ing presentation to inspire and inform the 
reader about the beauty and conservation 
values of vernal pool habitats.

Featured in this guide are:
•	 Individual sections profiling each of the eight Vernal Pool Regions defined 

in the Great Valley
•	 Maps and descriptions of specific recommended habitat blocks for ongoing 

conservation
•	 A first-of-its-kind presentation of the geologic history 

of the Great Valley as it relates to vernal pool formation
•	 Photographs of most of the rare species addressed in 

the guide

$20
ISBN: 978-1-941624-21-0
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Articulate Earth
By David Rains Wallace

Articulate Earth is a collection of 23 
provocative essays spanning the past 30 
years of Wallace’s career. Through metic-
ulous research and hands-on experience, 
he explores American culture’s relation-
ship with nature—particularly that of the 
West—in its literary, scientific, and politi-
cal dimensions.

Selected essays include:
•	 The Nature of Nature Writing
•	 The Real John Muir
•	 The Klamath Surprise
•	 Bristlecone Forest
•	 California Landscape and Literature

$14.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-00-5

“Wallace is as meticulous in his examina-
tion of books as he is in his examination of 
nature: he sees only what is there, not what 
he would like to see.” 

−Wallace Stegner
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Geology of the Lassen Country
The Geologic Story of Lassen Volcanic National Park and 
Vicinity

By Forrest Hopson and Michael 
Clynne

The book describes the in intriguing ge-
ology and geologic evolution of Lassen 
Volcanic National Park and surrounding 
areas, providing an up-to-date source of 
geologic information specific to Lassen 
Country. The book includes updated ge-
ology based on over 30 years of regional 
field work in Lassen Volcanic National 
Park and vicinity.

We invite you to explore Lassen Country 
through:
•	 In-depth natural history discussion of 

Lassen
•	 Country covering volcanoes, mud pots, fumeroles, hot springs, glaciers, geo-

logic time and more
•	 Cultural and historical notes about the region
•	 Mile by mile geologic tour through Lassen Volcanic National Park to Old 

Station
•	 Eight detailed hikes to get out and explore the geology 

of Lassen Country
•	 Specific locations to explore the Lassen Volcanic Na-

tional Park, Hat Creek, and Old Station

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-07-4
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Hiking Humboldt Volume 1
58 DAY HIKES IN NORTHWEST CALIFORNIA

By Kenneth Burton

Second Edition with Fresh Maps and Ad-
ditional Hikes for 2023:
•	 Primeval forests harboring the 

world’s tallest trees.
•	 Sea cliffs, pristine beaches, and tower-

ing coastal sand dunes.
•	 Mountain prairies, meadows, and 

vistas.
•	 Rivers, lakes, lagoons, and bays.
•	 Bears, elk, seals, otters, and birds ga-

lore.
•	 And solitude – lots and lots of soli-

tude.
•	 Humboldt County offers all this and 

much more to the intrepid hiker.

Hiking Humboldt Volume 1 presents descriptions, directions, accurate maps (includ-
ing elevation profiles), and photos of hikes that are 5-15 miles in length through-
out Humboldt County.

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-23-4
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Hiking Humboldt KIDS
By Rees Hughes

Built for use with kids, this book will in-
spire family adventures with authentic ex-
periences in nature that develop wonder in 
children and adults alike. Research shows 
us that these shared experiences in early 
childhood have valuable and long-lasting 
positive effects on our health and wellbe-
ing.

25 Hikes are grouped into four geograph-
ic regions of Humboldt County, Califor-
nia. Each hike includes:
•	 Descriptions, driving and walking di-

rections, and a custom map
•	 An activity for kids that highlights 

various flora, fauna, historical, or cul-
tural aspects related to the hike

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-18-0
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Hiking Humboldt V2
By Rees Hughes

Discover the wild beauty of Humboldt 
County, California with the second edi-
tion of Hiking Humboldt Volume 2 by 
Rees Hughes. This updated guidebook 
features a carefully curated selection of 
hikes, from hidden coastal trails to breath-
taking mountain vistas. With revised 
routes, enhanced maps, and fresh insights, 
this edition ensures adventurers of all lev-
els can explore Humboldt County’s di-
verse landscapes with confidence.

In addition to trail descriptions, this edi-
tion introduces historical sidebars that un-
cover the rich cultural and natural history 
of the region. Whether you’re seeking a 
short, family-friendly stroll, a wheelchair 
accessible route, or a remote trek, Hiking 
Humboldt Volume 2 is your essential com-
panion for discovering the wonders of this rugged and enchanting corner of Cal-
ifornia.

$24.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-35-7
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Exploring the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain National Monu-
ment Region
By Marc Hoshovsky, Peter Schiffman, 
Bob Schneider, Tim Messick

Nestled between the Central Valley and 
the Pacific Coast, the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain region is a place where Califor-
nia’s wild heart still beats strong. Here, con-
dors once soared over oak-studded ridges, 
ancient volcanoes rose from the sea, and 
rivers carved their paths through folded 
mountains. This richly illustrated guide 
invites readers to explore one of the state’s 
least-known but most biologically and 
geologically diverse landscapes—a place of 
breathtaking beauty, deep history, and ongoing conservation.
Blending natural history, geology, and human story, the authors reveal how plate 
tectonics built this land, how fire and serpentine soils shape its living communities, 
and how generations of people—from Native tribes to ranchers and scientists—
have come to know and care for it. Whether used as 
a travel companion or an armchair exploration, this 
book is an invitation to see California anew, through 
the lens of one remarkable region.

Marc Hoshovsky, Peter Schiffman, Bob Schneider, and Tim Messick

EXPLORING the BERRYESSA 
SNOW MOUNTAIN 

NATIONAL MONUMENT REGION

“Every bio-region deserves a book 

this good, but very few have them.  

The deep dive across all the relevant 

disciplines is admirable; together 

they make a kind of bedrock for a 

living relationship between active 

readers and the land we live on.  

What this book teaches us will help 

us to pass our home intact on to the 

generations to come.” 

– Kim Stanley Robinson, author 
and winner of the Hugo, Nebula 

and Locus awards 

 

Humboldt County, CA

BACKCOUNTRY
PRESS

Printed responsibly
in the USA

www.backcountrypress.com

A Land of Extraordinary Diversity
Between the Central Valley and the Pacific Coast lies a 
rugged landscape of folded mountains, wild canyons, and 
extraordinary diversity. Exploring the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain National Monument Region reveals the story of 
this lesser-known corner of California—its ancient geology, 
rare plants, rich wildlife, and enduring human presence.

Blending science and storytelling, the authors guide readers 
through this remarkable region where tectonic plates meet, 
fire renews, and conservation continues to evolve.

Inside You’ll Find
• An introduction to the geology, ecology, and cultural 

history of the Monument
• Road guides for exploring northern and southern 

routes
• Accessible explanations of plate tectonics and rock 

formations
• Highlights of rare plants, wildlife, and serpentine 

landscapes
• Stories of Indigenous stewardship and modern      

conservation
• Maps, photos, and field tips for deeper exploration
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$39.95 
ISBN: 978-1-941624-38-8


